In re: Peter P. Kahn 



Attorney Docket: 85.2876 



What is claimed is: 



1 LA universal tool holder for removably attaching and carrying a tool, comprising: 

2 a. a stretchable cord having first end and a second end; 

3 b. a frusto-conical locking spacer having a proximal end, a distal end and a 

4 central opening, said distal end having a first outer diameter; 

5 c. a retainable object having an aperture extending therethrough, said aperture 

6 having a diameter corresponding to said first outer diameter of said distal end; 

7 d. a crimped locking element; 

8 e. a looped end, said looped end formed by inserting said first and second ends 

9 of said stretchable cord into said proximal end of said locking spacer, through said 

10 central opening of said locking spacer and out said distal end of said locking spacer 

1 1 such that said first and second ends of said stretchable cord are positioned outside 

12 said distal end, and 

13 f. a terminal end, said terminal end formed by passing said retainable object 

14 over said first and second ends of said stretchable cord and onto said distal end of 

1 5 said locking spacer and introducing said crimped locking element over said first and 

1 6 second ends of said stretchable cord in such a manner that said first and second ends 

17 of said stretchable cord cannot be pulled back through said locking spacer and said 

18 retainable object is disposed at said terminal end, 

1 9 wherein said universal tool holder is removably attached to a tool by wrapping said 

20 looped end about a portion of a tool and over said retainable object at said terminal, and 

2 1 wherein a retaining receiver having a main section with an inner surface and an open 

22 bottom surface is provided, said retainable obj ect having an outer surface conforming to said 

23 inner surface and bottom surface of said retaining receiver, such that said retainable object 

24 can be introduced and removably secured within said retaining receiver in such a manner 

25 that when said retainable obj ect is secured within said retaining receiver, said locking spacer 

26 and said looped end being disposed below said open bottom surface and a tool attached to 

27 said universal tool holder can be suspended from said retaining receiver. 
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2. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said retainable object 
is in the form of a ball and said terminal end is a ball end. 

3 . The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 2, wherein said retaining receiver 
is a ball cup comprising: 

a. a main section having two arcuate arms extending therefrom, each of said two 
arcuate arms having an arm end which curves inwardly and toward said other arm 
end; 

b. an inner wall concaved downwardly and inwardly from said main section and 
two arcuate arms to form a concaved bottom section having a bottom opening, and 

c. a passage formed by between said ends of said two arcuate arms. 

4. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 3, wherein said ball is introduced 
into said ball cup by introducing said locking spacer through said passage between said ends 
of said two arcuate arms, said ball end being disposed above said ball cup, pivotally lowering 
said ball end into said concaved bottom section until said ball contacts said concaved bottom 
section in such a manner that said locking spacer and said looped end extend downwardly 
through said bottom opening and wherein said ball has an outer diameter, said outer diameter 
being greater than said bottom opening such that said ball cannot exit through said bottom 
opening. 

5. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 1, wherein said main section of 
said retaining receiver is provided with a mounting aperture such that said retaining receiver 
can be mounted to a wall by introducing a screw through said mounting aperture and into a 
wall. 

6. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 5, wherein a tool attached to said 
universal tool holder can be stored against a wall by introducing said retainable object into 
said retaining receiver. 
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1 7. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 4, wherein said main section of 

2 said ball cup is provided with a mounting aperture such that said ball cup can be mounted 

3 to a wall by introducing a screw through said mounting aperture and into a wall. 

1 8. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 7, wherein a tool attached to said 

2 universal tool holder can be stored against a wall by introducing said ball into said ball cup. 

1 9. The universal tool holder in accordance with 1, wherein said retaining receiver is 

2 incorporated into an expandable mounting implement, said expandable mounting implement 

3 being configured to be removably secured into the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder. 

1 10. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 9, wherein said expandable 

2 mounting implement comprises: 

3 a. a threaded rod; 

4 b. a washer; 

5 c. an expandable rubber element having a flanged end and having central bore 

6 extending therethrough, said rubber element configured to be of sufficient size to be 

7 snugly inserted within the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder and said central bore 

8 having a bore diameter, said diameter being of sufficient size to receive said threaded 

9 rod; 

10 d. said retaining receiver having a mounting aperture disposed within said main 

1 1 section, said mounting aperture having a mounting aperture diameter, said mounting 

12 aperture diameter being of sufficient size to receive said threaded rod, and 

13 e. a threaded nut configured to threadingly engage said thread rod, 

14 wherein said expandable mounting implement is formed by introducing said threaded rod 

1 5 through said mounting aperture, through said washer, through said central bore and into said 

16 threaded nut such that said washer contacts said flanged end. 
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11. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 10, wherein said expandable 
mounting implement is removably secured into the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder by 
inserting said expandable rubber element into the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder, and 
turning said retaining receiver clockwise in such a manner that the arrangement of said 
rubber element disposed between said washer and said threaded nuit causes said rubber 
element to expand within the interior of a hollow rung. 

12. The universal tool holder in accordance with 4, wherein said ball cup is incorporated 
into an expandable mounting implement, said expandable mounting implement being 
configured to be removably secured into the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder. 

13. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 12, wherein said expandable 
mounting implement comprises: 

a. a threaded rod; 

b. a washer; 

c. an expandable rubber element having a flanged end and having central bore 
extending therethrough, said rubber element configured to be of sufficient size to be 
snugly inserted within the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder and said central bore 
having a bore diameter, said diameter being of sufficient size to receive said threaded 
rod; 

d. said ball cup having a mounting aperture disposed within said main section, 
said mounting aperture having a mounting aperture diameter, said mounting aperture 
diameter being of sufficient size to receive said threaded rod, and 

e. a threaded nut configured to threadingly engage said thread rod, 
wherein said expandable mounting implement is formed by introducing said threaded rod 
through said mounting aperture, through said washer, through said central bore and into said 
threaded nut such that said washer contacts said flanged end. 



Page 14 of 19 



Inre: Peter P. Kahn 



Attorney Docket: 85.2876 



14. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 13, wherein said expandable 
mounting implement is removably secured into the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder by 
inserting said expandable rubber element into the interior of a hollow rung of a ladder, and 
turning said ball cup clockwise in such a manner that the arrangement of said rubber element 
disposed between said washer and said threaded nuit causes said rubber element to expand 
within the interior of a hollow rung. 

15. The universal tool holder in accordance with 1, wherein said retaining receiver is 
incorporated into an spring mounting implement, said spring mounting implement being 
configured to be removably secured to the leg of a ladder. 

1 6. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 1 5 , wherein said spring mounting 
implement comprises: 

a. a suspension frame member having a first frame extending perpendicularly 
therefrom, said first frame arm terminating into an outer section of a hinge element, 
and a second frame arm extending perpendicularly from said frame member, said 
second frame arm terminating into a slotted locking mechanism; 

b . a locking member having a first locking end terminating into an inner section 
of a hinge element matingly corresponding to said outer section of a hinge element, 
and a second locking end terminating into an arcuate tongue, and 

c. a retaining receiver permanently affixed to said suspension frame member; 

d. a locking pin, said locking pin joining said inner and outer sections of a hinge 
element, thereby forming a hinge in such a manner that said first locking end of said 
locking member is hingedly secured to said suspension frame member, 

wherein, said spring mounting implement is removably secured to a ladder leg having an 
outer surface by disposing said suspension frame member against an outer surface of a ladder 
leg such that said retaining receiver is disposed against an outer surface of a ladder and said 
first and said frame arms extend over the leg, and locking said spring mounting implement 
thus disposed to a ladder leg by inserting said arcuate tongue of said locking member into 
said slotted locking mechanism. 
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1 17. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 1 6, wherein said slotted locking 

2 mechanism and said arcuate tongue are provided with corresponding notches such that said 

3 arcuate tongue cannot slip out of said slotted locking mechanism. 

1 18. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 1 6, further comprising a flexible 

2 insert being configured to be inserted within an area defined by said suspension frame 

3 member and said first and second frame arms. 

1 19. The universal tool holder in accordance with 4, wherein said ball cup is incorporated 

2 into an spring mounting implement, said spring mounting implement being configured to be 

3 removably secured to the leg of a ladder. 

1 20. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 1 9, wherein said spring mounting 

2 implement comprises: 

3 a. a suspension frame member having a first frame extending perpendicularly 

4 therefrom, said first frame arm terminating into an outer section of a hinge element, 

5 and a second frame arm extending perpendicularly from said frame member, said 

6 second frame arm terminating into a slotted locking mechanism; 

7 b . a locking member having a first locking end terminating into an inner section 

8 of a hinge element matingly corresponding to said outer section of a hinge element, 

9 and a second locking end terminating into an arcuate tongue, and 

10 c. said ball cup receiver permanently affixed to said suspension frame member; 

11 d. a locking pin, said locking pin joining said inner and outer sections of a hinge 

12 element, thereby forming a hinge in such a manner that said first locking end of said 

13 locking member is hingedly secured to said suspension frame member, 

14 wherein, said spring mounting implement is removably secured to a ladder leg having an 

1 5 outer surface by disposing said suspension frame member against an outer surface of a ladder 

16 leg such that said ball cup is disposed against an outer surface of a ladder and said first and 

1 7 said frame arms extend over the leg, and locking said spring mounting implement to a ladder 

18 leg by inserting said arcuate tongue of said locking member into said slotted locking 

19 mechanism. 
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21 . The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 20, wherein said slotted locking 
mechanism and said arcuate tongue are provided with corresponding notches such that said 
arcuate tongue cannot slip out of said slotted locking mechanism. 

22. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 20, further comprising a flexible 
insert being configured to be inserted within an area defined by said suspension frame 
member and said first and second frame arms. 

23. The universal tool holder in accordance with 1, wherein said retaining receiver is 
incorporated into an C-clamp mounting implement, said C-clamp mounting implement being 
configured to be removably secured to the leg of a ladder. 

24. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 23, wherein said C-clamp 
mounting implement comprises: 

a. a C-shaped clamp having a first clamp end provided with a threaded clamp 
opening extending therethrough and a second clamp end, said second clamp end 
having an interior grooved face; 

b. a threaded rod, and 

c. a retainable object having a front face and a threaded opening extending 
therethrough, 

wherein, said C-clamp mounting implement is assembled introducing said threaded rod 
through said face of said retainable object, into said threaded opening and through said 
threaded clamp opening such that such that said threaded rod extends toward said second 
clamp end. 

25. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 24, wherein said C-clamp 
mounting implement is removably secured to the leg of a ladder by positioning a ladder leg 
between said first and second clamp ends such that said interior grooved face of said second 
clamp contacts said ladder leg, and then rotating said threaded rod until said threaded rod 
tightly engages said ladder leg. 
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26. The universal tool holder in accordance with 4, wherein said ball cup is incorporated 
into an C-clamp mounting implement, said C-clamp mounting implement being configured 
to be removably secured to the leg of a ladder. 

27. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 26, wherein said C-clamp 
mounting implement comprises: 

a. a C-shaped clamp having a first clamp end provided with a threaded clamp 
opening extending therethrough and a second clamp end, said second clamp end 
having an interior grooved face; 

b. a threaded rod, and 

c. ♦ said ball cup having a front face and a threaded opening extending 
therethrough, 

wherein, said C-clamp mounting implement is assembled introducing said threaded rod 
through said face of said ball cup, into said threaded opening and through said threaded 
clamp opening such that such that said threaded rod extends toward said second clamp end. 

28. The universal tool holder in accordance with claim 27, wherein said C-clamp 
mounting implement is removably secured to the leg of a ladder by positioning a ladder leg 
between said first and second clamp ends such that said interior grooved face of said second 
clamp contacts said ladder leg, and then rotating said threaded rod until said threaded rod 
tightly engages said ladder leg. 
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